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The Big Blue Birthday Box was created by Nick Wendell and includes birthday cake, plates, napkins, a present, socks and books. It is given to children from 
families in need on their birthday.




For some children the idea of blowing out candles and eating 
birthday cake is only a dream, but the Big Blue Birthday Box 
makes this a reality. 
While Nick Wendell was planning a birthday party for his 
daughter, Amelia, he came up with the idea for the Big Blue 
Birthday Box. 
 For children in need in Brookings County, they have an 
opportunity to receive a big, blue birthday box. Inside each 
box is a birthday cake, plates, napkins and a present, all put 
in a printed blue box with a balloon coming out of it. 
The box is delivered on the child’s birthday, so they can 
celebrate with their family. All of these items are donated by 
area businesses such as Clean Slate, Hy-Vee, Party Depot and 
First Bank and Trust.
Wendell, the director of student engagement at South Da-
kota State, realized the reality of how quickly items added up 
while he planned his daughter’s birthday party. 
“As we were planning the cupcakes and the decorations 
and the games and the gifts and the invitations, it really 
struck me how expensive 
a birthday party can be,” 
Wendell said. “I was think-
ing about how challenging 
it would be to find yourself 
in a position as a parent to 
not be able to give your kid 
a birthday party, and that 
stuck with me for a while.”
 A year later, Wendell 
began to speak up about the concept of the Big Blue Birthday 
Box. He said people were supportive of the idea. It was then 
decided he would launch the project January 2015.
Wendell originally thought the project would require 
about 50 to 75 boxes. In 2015, the project delivered 368 box-
es. Even though the project grew larger than intended, the 
donors kept contributing.
 The Big Blue Birthday Box is a message that hit home for 
Cheryl Meyer, the owner of Party Depot.
 “You should celebrate birthdays whether you spend a lot 
of money or not,” Meyer said.
 Growing up as a child, Meyer said her family did not 
have much, but she always had a birthday party surround-
ed by her friends and family and a homemade cake from her 
mother. 
The Party Depot donates plates, napkins, forks and a 
“Happy Birthday” balloon for every box. She said they try to 
accommodate the child’s interest when putting the supplies 
in the box. Despite the large number of boxes, Meyer said she 
is still willing to donate.
 Monetary donations go toward purchasing gifts put in-
side each big, blue birthday box. Each family provides a wish 
list for the child’s birthday with about a $20 budget. Wendell 
then purchases the gifts personally to include in the box.
However, some items on the wish list weren’t typical 
items children wanted on their birthday. Wendell said that 
on the lists he was receiving from families, some asked for 
books and socks, putting children’s needs before wants on 
their birthday. Now, inside of every big, blue birthday box are 
socks and books, in part of donations from area churches.
 “The box keeps getting fuller,” Wendell said.
 Aside from purchasing, gathering and assembling the 
big, blue birthday box and its contents, each box gets deliv-
ered to the child’s home.
Brady Diveley, philanthropy chair for Sigma Phi Epsilon, 
and his fraternity brothers help Wendell deliver the boxes.
Diveley meets with Wendell at the beginning of each 
month and determines dates that the fraternity can help de-
liver. They help deliver about ten boxes each month between 
12 p.m. and 6 p.m. on 
each designated date. Di-
evely said each time he 
steps up to deliver a sur-
prise big, blue birthday 
box to a child, he gets a 
warm feeling.
 “I am scared that I 
don’t want to get caught 
[delivering the surprise],” 
Diveley said. “[We are] really appreciative for what we have. 
Everyone deserves a present.”
There are no specific qualifications to receive a Big Blue 
Birthday Box. Most families find out about the program from 
social services, and through area programs such as the Back-
pack program, Project Joy and the Harvest Table.
Wendell said there are an estimated 700 children who use 
the local backpack program, showing that there is a need be-
yond the 368 boxes delivered in the last year. 
The Big Blue Birthday Box has reached children in 
Brookings, Elkton, Bruce, Volga and even as far as Hen-
dricks, Minnesota. Wendell said he has not encountered an 
instance where a child did not need a big, blue birthday box.
 “To me, at the end of the day, if a seven-year-old has 
a cake in front of him and a gift to unwrap and a balloon 





Experiential learning offers career development
“The box keeps getting fullerNick WendellDirector of Student Engagement
KATHERINE CLAYTON
Managing Editor
Kole Kramer wore a $60,000 piece of 
equipment on his back the first day at his 
internship.
Kramer, a junior electrical engineering 
major, was the nuclear engineering intern 
at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard where 
he gained experience with expensive ma-
chinery and 3-D printing. He participat-
ed in experiential learning through the in-
ternship, which ultimately helped Kramer 
discover his interest in 3-D printing.
 This is the type of experience that 
South Dakota State University officials 
want students to have. The College of Arts 
and Sciences created a certificate where 
students will graduate with hands-on 
learning experiences similar to Kramer’s 
experience.
 The experiential certificate was 
launched fall 2015. Prior to offering the 
certificate, a task force formed in 2013 to 
decide what a program dedicated to expe-
riential learning would look like at SDSU.
 Kathie Erdman Becker, the experien-
tial learning coordinator, said this type of 
program would be built into a student’s 
major. 
Students participating in the certif-
icate are required to take a class, EXPL 
280, that introduces them to the experi-
ential learning program. The class runs 
the second half of the semester. Due to a 
new academic undergraduate catalog, the 
certificate is available to only incoming 
freshman and sophomores, but the class is 
open to all levels.
 “[The class] is really the vehicle to 
document all of these things that students 
are doing to learn outside of the class-
room,” Becker said.
 In the introductory class, students 
create an electronic portfolio linked on 
D2L and the experiences students com-
plete for their certificate are document-
ed on their transcript. Students can access 
the portfolio after the class for a fee.
 Employers want to know how stu-
dents have used the skills they have 
learned in the classroom in a practical set-
ting and how they have overcome difficult 





By population, South Dakota State 
University makes up about one-third of 
Brookings when school is in session. In 
terms of political importance, Brook-
ings Mayor Tim Reed said this number 
is not belittled by any means.
A forum, held in the Union Market 
Place three weeks ago for city council 
candidates, demonstrated this and al-
lowed students to be more aware of lo-
cal politics.
Some students are not fully aware 
of local politics and issues because of 
a separated perception of campus and 
the city, lack of time to become an en-
gaged voter and the sense that their 
vote won’t have an impact. 
This political awareness is not al-
ways as widespread as it is aimed to 
be, according to Faith Robinson, reg-
istered Brookings voter and interdisci-
plinary major. She believes student en-
gagement in local politics is important, 
but that most students are unaware of 
what’s going on at the local level.
“I think a way they can be bet-
ter involved is to have someone come 
here and have someone talk about 
what’s going on in local politics. Ev-
eryone sees the signs but that’s all that 
you’re getting [informed on],” Robin-
son said. “I think they’re probably im-
portant, but students don’t think about 
it because students feel like their vote 
doesn’t matter too much, and they’re 
going to do what they’re going to do 
anyways.”
Many times, local government is 
also seen as an individual entity by stu-
dents, which can lead to less political 
activity and progressively less student 
voices being heard, said Ashley Ton-
ak, former state and local government 
chair for Students’ Association.
“I think the biggest thing is that 
students have a large economic impact 
on the city … it seems like SDSU is sep-
arate from the community,” Tonak said. 
“I think people forget that we do make 
up a large chunk of the population 
when school’s in session.”
Even from an outsider’s perspec-
tive, SDSU is still viewed as a separate 
body from Brookings.
“I am a transfer student [from Se-
attle, Washington], and so someone 
who grew up in South Dakota would 
have different views, but from my view 
I think [campus is] seen as more sepa-
rate than connected,” Robinson said.
For on-campus residents, most ne-
cessities are within walking distance 
and there isn’t a large need to drive 
anywhere off campus. According to ju-
nior graphic design major Andrew 
Gale, this is what can cause a discon-
nection between students and the com-
munity.
“I view [campus] more as separate 
as I came here as a freshman and living 
on campus, but now living off campus 
I see there are more activities that sup-
port students in the community, and it 
helps feel more connected all together,” 
Gale said.
Another reason why some students 
are not active with local government 
is because they see their time here as 
temporary, which makes the effort of 
getting up to speed and active with 
politics not worth it.
“[I’m] not so much [engaged], I’m 
not from around here so I’m not fa-
miliar in the community and the peo-
ple who are running for city council,” 
said Matthew Volquardsen, sophomore 
pre-pharmacy major.
To Mayor Reed, increasing student 
political involvement and letting their 
voices be heard is key to growing the 
community and helping connect stu-
dents with the city.
“We enjoy having SDSU here and 
the students are part of that and it’s 
important to have as many students 
here as possible … we want to build 
this community so we have their in-
put,” Reed said. “The other thing is 
people are out here looking for jobs, 
we’re looking to retain the students af-
ter graduation, we need a workforce 
here in Brookings with the degrees stu-
dents at SDSU graduate with.”
SA helps link campus activities to 
the city to better represent campus po-
sitions and views on current issues. In 
fact, part of Tonak’s role is to be the ac-
tive role in communicating campus ac-
tivities with the city and vice versa. 
“I go to every city council meeting 
so I’m there at least twice a month, and 
in every meeting I give a report with 
what’s going on in campus to ensure 
the city knows what’s going on,” Ton-
ak said.
According to Reed, this has been a 
successful medium for campus to rep-
resent itself and it’s viewpoints.
Continued to A3
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HANNAH KOELLER
Reporter
An event to raise awareness of 
suicide prevention and work to 
provide healing and support to 
those affected by suicide will be 
hosted at South Dakota State 
April 16.
With the partnership of Lost 
and Found and the Helpline Cen-
ter in Sioux Falls, the Step For-
ward to Prevent Suicide will in-
clude a 5K run and one-mile 
walk followed by a short remem-
brance ceremony and a raffle.
“This event is a huge way for 
us to fundraise for suicide pre-
vention and awareness,” said Na-
talie Pillatzki, senior business 
economics major and Lost and 
Found vice president. “[It] brings 
people from the community and 
campus together in support of 
something that really affects ev-
eryone.”
This is the event’s third year 
in Brookings. Last year around 
300 people participated. Event 
organizers encourage donations 
or fundraising because there is 
no registration fee. T-shirts will 
also be available for purchase.
“[W]e do not have a registra-
tion fee, which is kind of unique 
simply because we do not want to 
turn anyone away that feels like 
the support and healing at these 
events is important for them,” 
said Janet Harvey, events coordi-
nator at the Helpline Center. 
At the remembrance ceremo-
ny, there will be a moment of si-
lence and the readings of com-
ments by those affected by sui-
cide about the people they have 
lost.
“Our event is different in that 
the survivors come together; they 
can help and support one anoth-
er,” Harvey said. “They can see 
that there is hope and healing in-
volved. It is very emotional from 
that perspective.”
Those who purchase raffle 
tickets will have the chance to 
win a Jasmine Acoustic Guitar, 
which was donated by the family 
of Connor Noteboom, an SDSU 
student who took his life in 2012. 
Proceeds raised from the Step 
Forward to Prevent Suicide will 
be split 50/50 between the Help-
line Center and Lost and Found.
The Helpline Center uses 
the funds to provide suicide and 
depression awareness through 
training, prevention and survi-
vor classes, which are also free of 
charge. The classes are for those 
impacted by suicide to learn how 
to deal with grief. 
Lost and Found’s main goals 
are to get a sizable turnout at the 
event and increase knowledge 
about what the organization 
does, said club Mollie Hublou, a 
senior human development and 
family studies major. 
“It means a lot for people to 
come out and support the orga-
nization,” Hublou said. “Suicide 
is an issue on campuses every-
where; it shouldn’t be ignored.”
To the Helpline Center, Har-
vey said, the importance of this 
event is to make suicide a word 
people aren’t afraid to say. 
“Don’t put a stigma to it. 
Let’s discuss it and put it out in 
the open,” Harvey said.
This year, the Step Forward 
to Prevent Suicide occurs on the 
same day as Jacks Give Back on 
the SDSU campus. Students will 
have the opportunity to volun-
teer and get involved with the 
event. 
If someone you know is hav-
ing suicidal thoughts, please call 
1-800-273-8255 or text 828211 
SDSU for assistance. The Help-
line Center is open 24 hours, 
seven days a week, 365 days a 
year.
HELP WANTED / SER-
VICES OFFERED
M&S Business Cleaning.  
Hours from approx. 5 to 
9 p.m., 1 to 5 days per 
week available.  For more 




carrier wanted.  Work 
approximately 4 hours 
on Wednesdays deliv-
ering The Collegian to 
more than 100 on and off 
campus sites, beginning 
after 2:00 p.m. until the 
delivery route is complet-
ed. Must have valid driv-
er’s license. Vehicle will 
be provided. Route will 
be shared between two 
people. Must be able to 
lift 10 pounds. Pay is $10/
hour.
Seeking a caring individu-
al who enjoys interacting 
and playing with young 
children. Responsibilities 
are to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment, 
and support the learning 
and growth of kids ages 
infant to Kindergarten. 
Must be available to work 
10-15 hours per week, 
and until 6:30 p.m. First 
Bank & Trust offers com-
petitive compensation 
and benefits in a family 
friendly work environ-
ment. Get more detail 
and apply online at www.
bankeasy.com/careers
Now hiring: Lawn mow-
ing/groundskeeper for 
property management 
firm. 40 hours per week 
in summer, with fall and 
winter hours possible if 
desired. Wage DOE. Call 
Shawn at 695-5261 or 
email shawn@brooking-
spm.com  EOE
Now hiring: temporary 
workers for the month of 
May. Various positions in-
cluding cleaning and light 
maintenance. 40 hours 
per week, can be flexi-
ble. 3-6 weeks of work, 
can work with individuals 
based on their schedule. 
Wage DOE. Call Shawn 
at 695-5261 or email 
shawn@brookingspm.
com  EOE.
Hiring summer help at 
Guarantee Roofing & 
Sheet Metal for General 
Labor in Sioux Falls, SD.  
For more information call 
(605) 331-5121.
HOUSING FOR RENT / 
SALE:
2 bedroom basement 
apartment, clean and 
comfortable. Walking 
distance to campus, 
off-street parking, stove, 
refrigerator, available May 
15th. $550, includes util-
ities. (605) 697-5778 or 
(605) 651-4813.
1 bedroom apartment for 
rent, close to campus. 
Call (605) 690-3303.
ROOMMATE WANTED:
2 female roommates 
needed to join graduate 
student.  House near 
SDSU, 712 7th Ave. 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths. 
No smoking, no parties. 
$280/mo. (605) 695-4115.
MISCELLANEOUS:
Want to live a healthy 
life? Tired of being tired? 
Struggling with weight 
issues? Heard of Plexus 
but do not know what it 
is? Come find out with an 
informational and Q&A 
session on the campus of 
SDSU at the Rotunda for 
Arts and Sciences Room 
G on Saturday, April 16th 
at 11am. Come learn 
about amazing products 
and even more amazing 
company. Live Healthy, 
Love Life, Be Plexus!
Classifieds
4.3.16
• 2.24 a.m. @ 1400 Block 
of Jackrabbit Ave. DUI. 
4.5.16 
• 6:18 p.m. @ Young Hall 
Bicycle Rack. Stolen 
Longboard.
• 6:29 p.m. @ Young Hall. 
Fire - Cooking Related. 
• 3:26 p.m. @ Binnewies 
Hall. Brookings County - 
Failure to Appear. 
4.6.16
• 5:02 p.m. @ Pugsley 
Center. Pugsley Elevator 
111. Malfunction - 
Passenger Stuck in 
Elevator. 
• 7:24 p.m. @ Schultz 
hall. Emergency Call Box 
- Low Battery Alarm. 
• 11:47 p.m. @ Caldwell. 
Possession of Marijuana - 
Ingestion. 
4.8.16
• 1:45 p.m. @ McFadden 
Biostress. 111 Lab 
Phone Hang Up - Non 
Emergency. 
• 3:50 p.m. @ Mathews 





Event to support suicide prevention, 
awareness for a third year in a row
SELENA YAKABE
News Editor
Clumps of hair fell to the 
ground as men from the Farm-
House Fraternity shaved their 
heads at the Totally Balda-
cious event, raising more than 
$10,000.
On April 7, 21 men of Farm-
House volunteered to shave 
their heads and raise money  for 
Ben Sahr, a 10-year-old boy di-
agnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma 
from Volga, South Dakota.
The event drew a crowd of 
about 100 people, primarily stu-
dents, but community members 
were also in attendance. 
Along with members shaving 
their heads and raising money, 
the fraternity also auctioned off 
people to get their heads shaved 
by the highest bidder. Among 
the people auctioned off was the 
South Dakota State FarmHouse 
Chapter President Trevor Han-
sen. An SDSU Jackrabbits jer-
sey was also auctioned off at the 
end.
Hansen was auctioned off for 
around $400, but the Jackrab-
bits jersey alone raised almost 
$1,500. 
Paul Sitter, the FarmHouse 
philanthropy chair, said al-
though there wasn’t really a set 
goal of how much they want-
ed to raise, they hoped to get 
around $11,000. This was the 
amount FarmHouse was able to 
raise for last year’s recipient of 
the proceeds from Totally Balda-
cious, Ellie Loehr.
Though $11,000 was a previ-
ous amount to gauge success by, 
Sitter also put it into perspec-
tive.
“Whatever we can get can 
help a family out,” Sitter said.
Hansen said there was a 
minimum they promised to 
reach of $2,500, however, both 
Sitter and Hansen agreed they 
would have viewed it as a fail-
ure if they did not exceed that 
amount.
“We really want to help the 
Brookings community,” Hansen 
said. “That’s what we really want 
to do and keep it local. A lot of 
the fundraising is from around 
the Brookings community.”
Part of the reason Farm-
House started doing Totally Bal-
dacious was because it allowed 
fraternity members to give back 
and to connect to the commu-
nity on a more personal level, 
Hansen said. The fraternity con-
tinues to keep in touch with El-
lie, and they recently sent her a 
happy birthday video from all 
the members.
Sitter said they were also 
able to spend time with Ben the 
weekend before Totally Balda-
cious took place as well. 
“Ben is a strong little kid, he’s 
very impressive,” Hansen said. 
“He’s tougher than a lot of peo-
ple, probably tougher than most 
people I know.”
Jacquelyn Pajl, a freshman 
animal science major, attended 
the event to show support.
“I liked how willing they all 
were to shave their heads,” Pajl 
said. “I thought there would only 
be a few, but there were a lot of 
them. It was really inspiring.”
Dennisen Nelson, a sopho-
more dairy production and an-
imal science double major and 
member of FarmHouse, said it’s 
a great opportunity to help the 
community and help a boy who 
could use the support.
“It’s really different and 
weird,” Nelson said about hav-
ing a shaved head. “But it’s for 
a great cause, so I love doing it, 
and I fully intend to do it again 
next year.”
Although Ben was unable to 
attend the event, Ben’s father, 
Paul Sahr, made an appearance 
at Totally Baldacious. Sahr’s 
family wished to refrain from 
comment, however. Paul Sahr 
gave a brief speech at the end of 
the event.
Sahr said accepting the pro-
ceeds from the charity was a dif-
ficult decision for him and his 
family because the way he was 
raised was to “stand on your own 
two feet and [not] take hand-
outs.”
“One of the hardest things 
I’ve learned is people want to 
help you,” Sahr said. “And it’s OK 
to accept that help.”
Sitter said he hopes members 
of the fraternity are inspired to 
continue this as an annual char-
ity event in the future. Both Sit-
ter and Hansen said they feel 
like all the hard work of making 
Totally Baldacious happen was 
worth it.
Hansen said it was easier to 
deal with the embarrassment 
and weird looks from shaving 
his head because it was for a 
good cause, and he was doing it 
to help someone out.
“A few hours of service can 
do a whole lot of difference in 
a person’s life, it doesn’t take a 
whole lot,” Hansen said. “We say 
we’re busy, but at times, some of 
those things that keep us busy 
aren’t necessarily as important 
as we think they are.”
Though Totally Baldacious 
was a way to raise money for the 
Sahr family, Sitter said it’s more 
than that. 
“I hope they realize they have 
support with us,” Sitter said. 
“Not just monetary, but emo-
tional support.”
FarmHouse goes bald to support local family
SELENA YAKABE • The Collegian 
(From left to right): Nick Bartness, Dennisen Nelson and Josh Kirchenbauer all participated in FarmHouse’s Totally Baldacious event 









Grab an application in our office, located in 
room 069 
(lower level of The Union)
Follow us on 
Twitter at
@sdsucollegian
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MAKENZIE HUBER
News Editor
Caleb Finck always tells himself 
to keep trying. This was evident 
when he lost his first election 
for a Students’ Association sen-
ator and was rejected for an at-
large senator position his sopho-
more year.
That was three years ago. 
This week, Finck finished out 
his second term as SA presi-
dent Monday night and hopes to 
serve in the South Dakota State 
Legislature next session as a sen-
ator.
Even though Finck was set 
back that first year, he continued 
to work toward a position on 
the Senate to help make a differ-
ence for students at South Dako-
ta State University.
“The notion that you can 
make a difference if you want 
to,” Finck said about students 
working toward their passion. 
“You have to have the drive to do 
it, but don’t let anyone tell you 
that you can’t change that.”
Finck’s terms as SA president 
have been defined by accom-
plishments and setbacks along 
the way. These include finalizing 
a General Activity Fee increase, 
increasing communication and 
connections between the Brook-
ings City Council and the Legis-
lature, dealing with two budget 
cuts and helping to lobby in fa-
vor of the Good Samaritan Alco-
hol Policy bill.
Before Finck served his first 
term as an SA senator and state 
and local government chair, he 
interned at the State Legislature 
in Pierre, South Dakota. While 
there he learned about the legis-
lative process and worked under 
Brock Greenfield and Jackie Sly. 
Both have inspired Finck in how 
he’s served the student body as 
SA president.
The most important thing 
Finck said he learned from them 
in his time at the capital was 
that “good decisions take time.” 
He also has tried to emulate Sly’s 
style of leadership in his posi-
tion. He’s done this by letting ev-
eryone have a voice in conversa-
tions.
“By making sure that every-
one from those different groups 
has a seat around the table and 
a voice in the process, that’s im-
portant,” Finck said. “When you 
have a good, respectable process, 
decisions almost make them-
selves as long as there’s good 
leadership and the process is re-
spected.”
Finck has kept in touch with 
Sly over the years when he came 
to lobby in Pierre for SA. Sly 
never quite realized how much 
she had influenced him.
“I think the cool part with 
Caleb is that he didn’t just take 
what he learned, but he’s applied 
that in other areas of his life, like 
areas of leadership and students 
and adults on campus,” Sly said. 
“That’s the thing I think for Ca-
leb. He didn’t just take that in-
formation and absorb it, but he’s 
putting that forth in his life and 
I think that’s really key as an in-
tern.”
Chris Schmit, who has served 
as an adviser for SA for the past 
five years, said Finck’s internship 
has helped SA by using it to the 
advantage of SDSU. Schmit also 
said Finck’s fair-mindedness and 
willingness to allow each person 
to express his or her viewpoints 
has had an effect on SA becom-
ing an open-minded group.
“I can see that he really cares 
about what he’s doing,” Schmit 
said. “He wants to be fair to peo-
ple and I think those are some of 
the qualities that have made him 
a good leader.”
Finck’s first experience with 
SA was as a freshman and pres-
ident of the Jackrabbit Village 
government. He helped the or-
ganization develop a constitu-
tion and present it to the Senate.
Even before this experience, 
Finck knew he loved govern-
ment and making a difference 
this way. This started in high 
school when he served as a page 
in the state capital. He got mail 
and ran copies but was grateful 
to be part of the legislative pro-
cess.
Originally from Tripp, South 
Dakota, Finck will continue to 
work toward his passion in gov-
ernment after he graduates in 
May with a major in agricultur-
al leadership and run as a can-
didate for the District 19 State 
Senator. His platforms empha-
size economic development and 
education in rural communities.
“As I look forward, if I am 
able to become the State Sena-
tor from District 19, I will have 
a duty to the 26,000 people who 
live in that district,” Finck said. 
“I will have a duty to District 19 
to represent their voice as best 
as I possibly can.”
Finck reflects on time at SDSU, 
looks toward future campaign
>> LOCAL POLITICS
Continued from A1
“We have a good relationship 
with Students’ Association so 
that’s one of the first places that 
we go to work with students, 
and they’re also coming to our 
city meetings and there’s in-
terest in college students with 
things they can get involved 
with,” Reed said. “We always try 
to make sure students are in-
volved when making city plans 
… biking [for instance] is a 
current one where we have a 
strong representation from the 
university.”
In fact, there are multiple 
local government student po-
sitions that are aimed to al-
low those student voices to be 
heard. According to Tonak, 
most government committees 
have a student position.
Some issues that students 
could see their opinions being 
heard include transportation, 
safety and things to do off of 
campus, Volquardsen said.
Reed echoes much of what 
Volquardsen believes are issues 
that local government could 
impact for students.
“Our responsibilities are 
to make sure there’s a great 
off-campus life, we want to 
make sure they had a great ex-
perience in the town if they go 
out for the night or if they live 
off campus that they become 
part of the community,” Reed 
said.
On an individual level, 
many students say that if they 
had more time that they would 
be more politically engaged 
with their local government.
“I think [students should be 
more politically involved], ob-
viously we’re taking up a big 
chunk of their population and 
taking up a lot of what they 
have to offer so it’s only right to 
help the community grow for 
the better,” Gale said.
Similarly, some students 
also believe that because SDSU 
makes up such a large popu-
lation of Brookings that they, 
too, should have an equal say as 
long-time residents do.
“I feel that the city does 
have a big role with what goes 
on around campus…[so] I 
definitely feel like we should 
be more engaged because we 
make such a large impact on 
the community and we boost 
that population by thousands, 
for most of the year we’re here,” 
Volquardsen said.
Tonak believes that stu-
dents should also be active in 
their government to be a part 
of the community.
“I’ve always been involved 
and I think that everybody 
should be because it’s going 
to affect them,” Tonak said. “If 
you don’t take an active role 
in it you can’t complain about 
the decisions being made. Ev-
eryone has the option for their 
voice to be heard, and I think 
our generation is doing a great 
job of that.”
Robinson agreed that stu-
dents’ political actions can have 
an impact on the future on the 
community and school.
“In general, students should 
become more involved in lo-
cal government because they’re 
setting up the future structure 
of what their city will be like,” 
Robinson said, “so what they 





Students need to complete 
15 credits of applied learn-
ing, scholarly activity or service 
learning, field-based learning, 
integrative learning and travel 
studies or study abroad. In ad-
dition to experience, they need 
to have some form of reflection 
on what they did, depending on 
the discipline.
 “We want these to be really 
authentic, meaningful experi-
ences and I think they are hap-
pening but we want to make 
sure students are guided in 
how they are observing while 
they are in that process,” Beck-
er said.
 One of the advocates for 
more experiential learning was 
Dean Dennis Papini.
 “What we’ve not done a 
very good job of is treating 
these things comprehensive-
ly and measuring their impact,” 
Papini said.
 Papini advocated for this 
certificate to prepare the ma-
jority of students who would 
graduate and enter the work-
force, but did not have experi-
ence that would get them a job 
upon graduation. Additionally, 
the certificate fought the per-
ception of the decreasing value 
of a liberal education.
 “[W]e have a bit of a dis-
connect with employers who 
are saying these are quali-
ties we want but these are not 
the qualities that students 
are presenting,” Papini said. 
“The problem isn’t that stu-
dents don’t have these skills. 
The problem is that we typical-
ly only ask them to engage in 
these skills in the classroom.”
 The certificate is one of the 
ways the college is trying to 
help students attain jobs after 
graduation. The College of Arts 
and Sciences also mandated in-
coming students to get a minor 
in addition to their major.
 “The minors are there to 
add knowledge, skills and com-
petencies,” Papini said. “Expe-
riential learning is there to get 
you to apply those things out-
side of the classroom to trans-
fer the learning from one set-
ting to another.”
 Overall, Becker said the 
certificate allows students ex-
periences to be regulated and 
approved by university stan-
dards.
 “It gives it a standard way 
to tell our story to the commu-
nity about the great work that 
our students are doing,” Beck-
er said. “There’s a lot of things 
that are happening that just 
wouldn’t have happened in our 
community if we didn’t have 
students that were willing to 
serve and faculty to coordinate 
the experience.”
 Faculty and students 
shared their experiences 
with experiential learning at 
the EXPL EXPO on April 4. 
During the expo, people were 
able to look at poster projects 
students created, attend speak-
ers and listen to panel discus-
sions.
Kramer participated in a 
panel focused on projects and 
experiences beyond the class-
room. He has had multiple in-
ternships at various companies.
 For Kramer, intern-
ships are “on the job training.” 
During one of his internships, 
he was given parts of a ma-
chine, but then his job was to 
put all of the parts together.
 “I got to implement a new 
procedure supplementary to 
my education,” Kramer said. 
“Those are experiences I nev-
er would have learned here at 
State.”
PHU NGUYEN • The Collegian 
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How important do you think student organizations are 
to SDSU?Jacks
React!
“Last year, UPC got cut 
$8,000. This year it is getting 
cut an additional $6,000. 
It is sad to see such a large 
emphasis on the sporting 
events on campus, where 
there should be more of an 






“It depends on the student, 
but culture is important to 
a college. Academics are 
important to a student’s 
decision as to where to go to 
college, but so is the social life 







“I think they are important. 
Everyone needs their own 
thing to do on campus. 






“They are incredibly vital to 
SDSU. There’s a reason we 
have over 270 organizations on 
campus--to accommodate for all 
the different interests for all the 
different students.”
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budget for student 
organizations was 
cut by $63,000 
this year, which 
doesn’t seem 
fair to students 
because it affects 
them directly.
The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.




to make these 
cuts, but there 
are better ways 
to allocate the 
money based on 
past success with 
events.
SA budget cuts rattle student body
The Students’ Association cut its 
budget for student organizations 
for the second year in a row. It 
was cut by more than $63,000, 
leaving student organizations 
with bare bone budgets.
The overall budget was $2.7 
million, with more than $2 mil-
lion going toward the Wellness 
Center and The Union. Such a 
great amount had to be allocated 
to these areas because they are 
highly-used student facilities.
This left about $500,000 
left to 32 student organizations 
funded or partially-funded by 
SA. Other organizations can re-
quest money from SA through 
special allocations.
These 32 student organi-
zations requested a certain 
amount from SA earlier this se-
mester. The Hobo Day Commit-
tee requested $9,000 and got 
about $5,700 back. This only 
covers 14 percent of its total 
budget, according to 2016 Hobo 
Day Grand Pooba Corey Chi-
coine.
Six organizations asked for 
money and didn’t get any. In 
contrast, the University Pro-
gram Council received 95 per-
cent of their requested amount 
at $127,782.48.
We, at The Collegian, believe 
that although SA had to make 
these cuts, there are better ways 
to allocate the money. This in-
cludes looking at organizations’ 
past success with events using 
the money and student involve-
ment.
Chicoine addressed SA at its 
Monday meeting about his frus-
tration with how the money was 
allocated. He said that “fairness” 
shouldn’t be connected to how a 
budget is distributed, but based 
on an organization’s use of previ-
ous funds.
For example, Hobo Day is a 
highly celebrated event at SDSU 
and draws in a majority of stu-
dent participation. Other orga-
nizations have fewer students at-
tend their events but received an 
allocation closer to their request.
We believe that although the 
funding decisions could have 
been decided better with this 
philosophy, SA was gallant in 
their efforts to give each organi-
zation somewhat close to what 
was requested.
SA cut its own budget alloca-
tion by about $39,000. This was 
the largest cut out of all the or-
ganizations combined. It’s im-
pressive they were willing to cut 
that much out of their own bud-
get to limit cuts for other orga-
nizations.
The budget cuts couldn’t be 
avoided, and SA had to make the 
tough decisions of where to lim-
it funding. Next budget season, 
The Collegian hopes SA adopts 
a different philosophy regarding 
what the students value.
Nate Giese
Asst. Sports Editor
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KENDRA DAVIS
Columnist
I always try to be involved with as 
many things as possible. Some might 
call me crazy, but I really enjoy go-
ing to agriculture industry conferences 
across the country. Last week, I got the 
chance to travel to the Agriculture Fu-
ture of America (AFA) Animal Institute 
in Kansas City.
 AFA has always been one of my fa-
vorite organizations to be involved 
with. They are focused on building ca-
reer development for college students 
within the agriculture industry. This is 
the fourth AFA conference I have at-
tended and once again, it did not dis-
appoint.
 AFA has different conferences ev-
ery year, including the annual Leader’s 
Conference held in November of every 
year. They also have four different in-
stitutes that focus on different sectors 
of the agriculture industry, including 
the Policy Institute, Crop Science In-
stitute, Food Science Institute, and the 
Animal Institute.
 As an animal science and agricul-
ture communications double major, I 
applied to go to the Animal Institute. 
Once selected and accepted into the 
program, I was asked to choose what 
areas interested me the most and was 
placed into a group based on my inter-
ests. There were different groups at the 
institute based on veterinary medicine, 
communications, pharmaceuticals, and 
other parts of the animal industry.
 I am interested in advertising, pub-
lic relations and communications; so 
I was placed into the communications 
group. We were able to tour Osborn 
Barr – a full service advertising agency, 
Parnell Pharmaceuticals – a company 
that does research on medicine for an-
imals, The American Hereford Associ-
ation – an association that works with 
Hereford beef cattle all over the nation, 
and Ad Farm – another full service ad-
vertising agency.
I really enjoyed all of the tours and 
learning more about advertising and 
being able to talk with industry pro-
fessionals about jobs and internships. 
It really taught me more about myself 
and what I am interested in. Before go-
ing to the AFA animal institute last 
year, I never knew I was interested in 
advertising, but going there opened my 
eyes and led to me getting a minor in 
advertising.
 Another great thing about the ani-
mal institute was being able to network 
with other students from all over the 
country. It was great to hear about oth-
er internships that other students have 
done to see if it would be something I 
would be interested in myself. The peo-
ple who you meet at these types of con-
ferences are people that you will be 
dealing with for the rest of your life. In 
my opinion, it is important to meet as 
many people as you possibly can in or-
der to form connections.
 Companies involved with AFA are 
very likely to hire participants who are 
involved with the organization and at-
tend the conferences. They like to in-
teract with the students and sponsor 
the conferences because they know that 
they will get something out of it some-
day when they are looking for qualified 
individuals to hire.
 Another one of my favorite parts 
of the conference was being able to sit 
down with industry professionals and 
ask them advice on everything from 
how to stand out on Linked-In and 
other social media channels to gradu-
ate school advice. The people involved 
were more than willing to help and I 
learned so much about how to present 
myself, and what I want to do with my 
career in the future.
 If you are interested in learn-
ing more about AFA or attending one 
of the conferences, I highly recom-
mend it. I have enjoyed each experi-
ence I have had with AFA. If you have 
any questions, you can go to www.agfu-
ture.org or contact me, I would be hap-
py to help.
Kendra Davis is an agricultre communi-




A young woman can walk through a mall 
wearing clothes so tight, it leaves little to 
the imagination, and nobody blinks an eye 
(even though some necks will crack from 
the rapid head turns). But when one moth-
er sits on a mall bench to breastfeed her 
child (even while covering herself up), ev-
erybody loses their minds.
Why is this the case? Why do people not 
care if a woman’s breasts are hanging out 
of her shirt but then care when an infant is 
feeding? According to Debate.org, 34 per-
cent of people are against public breast-
feeding. Why is this 34 percent against 
breastfeeding?
Well, first, people feel that breastfeed-
ing is indecent and inappropriate. Peo-
ple feel that a woman’s breast is a private 
part, thus, it should not be shown in pub-
lic. However, people do not care about see-
ing breasts. Rather, they care about seeing 
the nipple.
If you think about it, everyone sees 
breasts every day, and we do not even think 
about it. But when a “nip slip” occurs, be-
come outraged. Even though most moth-
ers typically cover themselves with a blan-
ket while breastfeeding in public, the slight 
chance of catching a glimpse of a nipple is 
enough to drive people insane.
The fact that people go crazy over such 
a small part of our anatomy is ridiculous.
Believe it or not, the first point I list-
ed as to why people are uncomfortable with 
public breastfeeding is one of the points 
that makes the most sense.
With that being said, some people also 
feel that public breastfeeding leads to awk-
ward social situations. Now to me, this 
statement is utterly stupid.
Obviously, I will never be the one who 
has to sit and breastfeed a baby, but if I was 
a woman, I would not be too concerned if 
others felt awkward. Hell, I would feel awk-
ward if I had to whip one of my breasts out 
in public, but if my baby was hungry, what 
else would I do? Would I tell the baby to 
wait? No, I would not.
So, to those of you who find public 
breastfeeding awkward, how about you 
grow up, realize that a child needs to eat 
and that there is little a mother can do 
about her child being hungry besides feed 
him or her.
Another reason why people are against 
public breastfeeding is because they feel 
that it can be dangerous according to De-
bate.org. Now, let me elaborate of this: they 
do not find it dangerous to themselves but 
rather dangerous to the mother breastfeed-
ing. Why do they think it is dangerous? 
They think it is dangerous because they feel 
that exposing a breast, even in the context 
of breastfeeding, may be asking for harass-
ment and assault from others.
This argument goes on to state that 
some people cannot fully control their ac-
tions when confronted with public breast-
feeding.
Honestly, for this argument against 
breastfeeding, only one thing can be said: 
if one cannot be a decent human being and 
resist the urge to spit slurs at a mother who 
is simply trying to feed a hungry infant and 
cannot resist the urge to try and touch a 
mother who is breastfeeding, they should 
not even be allowed in public.
Other arguments against breastfeeding 
in public go on to say how breastfeeding is 
emotional and intimate and how such acts 
should not be displayed in public (basically 
comparing breastfeeding to public displays 
of affection), but overall, all the arguments 
against breastfeeding in public are things 
that seem more like personal issues rather 
than real problems.
I believe the 34 percent of people who 
are against breastfeeding in public are the 
ones who are at fault, not the mothers. I am 
sure it is not the most comfortable thing in 
the world for moms to breastfeed in public, 
but what else can they do? A baby needs to 
eat and will continue to fuss until it can eat.
Breastfeeding is a natural, human act 
that is beneficial to both mother and infant 
and should be something that is acceptable 
in today’s society. A mother cannot plan out 
when they will need to feed their child or 
when they will need to pump. 
My suggestion for those 34 percent is to 
grow up and remember that they were once 
a hungry infant as well.
Jordan Bierbrauer is the Opinion Editor at 
The Collegian and can be reached at jbierbrau-
er@sdsucollegian.com.
Is public breastfeeding taboo? Columnist attends AFA 
conference, makes connections
Be the person who stands up against any form of assault
SARA REED
Brookings Domestic Abuse Shelter
You’re out and you think you saw something. 
You’re not sure, maybe it was nothing. So, you 
do nothing and just keep walking. The next day 
you hear the news. Someone needed your help, 
but you didn’t know what to do.
It’s time to get involved. You, as an engaged 
bystander, have the opportunity to act and safe-
ly change the outcome – to prevent an assault 
by stepping in when you see something that 
doesn’t look right. Maybe you heard someone 
say something sexist or degrading. Maybe you 
witnessed someone trying to take advantage of 
a friend.
Studies have shown that the occurrence of 
rape is far more extensive than reported in of-
ficial statistics, and the large majority of rapists 
are never apprehended.
In a society that promotes a “mind your own 
business” message, speaking up might seem dif-
ficult. But, it doesn’t have to be. Try to approach 
the situation as if it involved one of your friends 
or a family member.
If you see something that doesn’t seem right, 
it probably isn’t. If you think someone is in trou-
ble, ask if they are OK. Be honest and direct in 
explaining your concerns and reasons for inter-
vening. If you don’t feel comfortable approach-
ing a situation on your own, ask a friend, a co-
worker or anyone for help.
You aren’t ruining someone’s fun or be-
ing a jerk if you speak up. You are watching out 
for someone’s brother, sister, child, neighbor 
or friend. Next time, it could be your loved one 
who needs help.










This year, The Collegian polled students and community members on Twitter for the best pizza, burger, chicken wings and 
burrito in all of Brookings -- and they did not disappoint. 
The polling took place over the last few weeks. Each poll was online for an average of four and six hours, accumulating about 
50 votes in each. Some of businesses won by a landslide, others came down to the final minutes. 
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Best Full Service Salon: 
Best Nail Salon: 
Best Boutique: 
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Sake Sushi and Hibachi
Cook’s Kitchen
Cubby’s
Cinema 5 Movie  Theater
The Ritz
Oscar Nails








ment the entire 
time. They won 
each poll by 






out of the first 
round by The 
Ram/ O’Hare’s. 
It was a breeze 






but that didn’t 
slow Qdoba 
down. Guada-
lajara’s was a 
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Lifestyles Editor
Summer sun and lazy lake days 
are right around the corner. 
Students on campus are 
preparing for the semester to 
end and summer to begin. 
Some are not spending 
their summer sleeping in and 
relaxing. In fact, they’re finding 
other ways to fill their time 
during the three-month break 
from classes. 
Students of South Dakota 
State are preparing for their 
summer jobs, internships and 
volunteer work. 
Emily Bohle, a sophomore 
nursing major, plans to work 
as a certified nursing assistant. 
She finds the job beneficial 
because she experiences one-
on-one encounters with 
patients. 
“I get to learn how to work 
with other members of a health 
care team and learn how to 
interact with my patient’s 
family members too,” she said. 
Bohle said there is value in 
finding a summer job. 
“Doing anything to gain 
some sort of experience is 
beneficial,” Bohle said. 
Bohle said her job is very 
time consuming, working four 
to six days a week. Because 
of this, finding time for 
volunteering is difficult. 
MiKayla Malsam, a 
sophomore exercise science 
and pre-physical therapy 
major, plans to work retail in 
her hometown as well as build 
up volunteer hours. 
“I feel that working with 
people will help me in the 
long run,” Malsam said. “I 
will be working with people 
eventually, so it’s good to get 
used to it sooner rather than 
later.” 
Malsam also plans to 
volunteer at the humane 
society. She said the effort put 
into volunteering is worth it in 
the end. 
“I think it is invaluable to 
have several hours of volunteer 
work because it will never 
disappear. Volunteering is 
something anyone can do,” 
Malsam said. 
Malsam said volunteering 
will help her connect to many 
people that could be future 
references. 
Volunteering is not the only 
way to become connected for 
future jobs. Jayden Everson, 
a freshman agronomy major, 
plans to work for the city of 
Aberdeen this summer. 
Though it will not relate 
directly to his future, he said it 
will still be rewarding. 
Everson said solid and 
professional relationships 
with coworkers is important. 
It could be the difference 
between keeping the same job 
forever and moving up the 
ladder. 
“Working for the city, you 
get to meet so many new 
people and make many new 
relationships that could lead 
to more jobs down the road,” 
Everson said.
Everson also said he sees 
the potential windows that this 
job could open up for him. 
“I think hard work can be 
applied to every job,” Everson 
said. “Everyone can always give 
more, do more and be more. 
It’s just a matter of how much 




The start of a new campaign on campus 
began April 1, spreading awareness 
to college students everywhere about 
alcohol and sexual assault awareness.
It’s On Us is a national campaign 
hosted by the Wellness Center to raise 
awareness for sexual assault and promote 
alcohol awareness. 
April is alcohol awareness and sexual 
assault awareness month, and the 
Wellness Center is bringing attention to 
these issues. 
Mariah Weber, wellness coordinator 
of Health and Fitness programs, said 
universities use similar ways to draw 
attention to the issues. 
“Many universities adopt the phrase, 
‘It’s on us, so I will…’ to support sexual 
assault prevention,” Weber said. 
Conflict and prevention coordinator 
Virginia James said the Title IX office 
has been working on the campaign for 
months now, and this is not something 
they take lightly.  
The timing of sexual assault and 
alcohol prevention in April correlates 
with the final months of class. 
“Everyone’s finishing for the year,” 
James said. “I think there’s some 
significance to keep our students 
maintaining and moving forward.”
James also said awareness for these 
issues on campus and how long they’ve 
been working towards prevention is 
significant. 
“Our entities have been working on 
campus for years now,” James said, “but 
understanding that April was significant 
for our organizations and colleagues to 
come together, it was important to focus 
on this and say ‘let’s start something 
new’.” 
During the month of April, the 
Wellness Center will be posting blue flag 
window stickers with notes from the 
student body promoting sexual assault 
awareness and alcohol awareness on the 
glass boards at the Wellness Center as 
well as a few residence hall lobbies. 
Darci Nichols, assistant director to 
the Wellness Center Counseling Services, 
spoke about the impact on the student 
body. 
“I think the impact is visual, so 
hopefully everyone who sees the flags 
posted will be impacted,” Nichols said. 
However, Weber said sexual assault 
is not something they only take into 
consideration during the month of 
April—it is a year long commitment for 
prevention. 
The committee also plans on using 
social media during the month of April to 
raise awareness. 
“We want [people] to know what’s 
going on, where they can support it and 
where they can find the flags,” Weber 
said. 
Even if alcohol awareness is not 
affecting everyone on campus directly, 
it can help in terms of awareness for the 
severity of alcohol abuse.
“There are actually a lot of students 
who do not drink on campus and would 
rather do other things,” James said. “Even 
though it’s not a social norm percentage, 
trying to get positive messages out there 
through banners, t-stands and flags is our 
all-encompassing movement.” 
The flags will be available to fill out 
at the HEROH (Helping Everyone Reach 
Optimal Health) table in the mainstreet 
of the Union. 
There are different places students 
can drop off their flags to be posted in the 
designated areas. James said the drop-
off points are the Wellness Center front 
desk, the residence hall front desks and 
Information Exchange. 
“This is our first time we’re going 
to try something new for the month of 
April,” Weber said. 
Weber said a large amount of 
planning has gone into the campaign for 
not only the students but for the faculty 
as well. 
“I think the big thing is encouraging 
everyone to fill one out,” Weber said.
Weber said the campaign is meant to 
have a large impact. 
“The campaign is for anyone who 
would like to get involved,” Weber said. 
“It’s bringing everyone together to 
promote an important topic.” 
Nichols also pointed out it is a way to 
incorporate bystander intervention. 
“I think it’s a way to provide 
examples,” Nichols said. “If they see 
examples of what they can be doing, they 
say ‘oh, I can do that. I can say that, I can 
be that person.’” 
James believes it is important, as the 
jackrabbit community, to intervene with 
sexual assault prevention and alcohol 
awareness.
“It’s just a good first step. If this goes 
well over the course of this month, there’s 
no reason why we can’t do it again to 
show that mass movement that we’re all 
supporting each other,” James said. 
James also said there are a number of 
people on staff to help with issues such 
as sexual assault and alcohol awareness. 
“If students can see that the support 
is out there, maybe they’ll feel more 
comfortable reaching out to our resources 
here on campus.”
Campaign to raise awareness 
about forms of abuse
LEXIE PRIEST• The Collegian 
These blue flags are posted around campus to raise 
awareness on sexual assault and alcohol. 
HAILEY KLINE
Lifestyles Editor
Insomnia is not a joke. It is not 
a sort-of disorder. Insomnia is 
real, and it affects many people 
on and off campus, including 
myself. 
I’ve never been a “normal” 
sleeper. Most nights, I end up 
on the opposite side of where I 
laid down, usually upside down 
without sleeping on any pillows. 
Strange, right?
My insomnia began in high 
school, when I was preoccupied 
with school, sports, a part-
time job and other in-school 
activities. Most of my days 
began around 7 a.m., like most 
high schoolers.
However, I usually wouldn’t 
return back to my home until 
around 9:30 p.m., finally able to 
eat dinner, talk to my parents, 
shower and finally start my 
homework. 
There were too many long 
nights of studying that turned 
into the early hours of the 
morning, sometimes 2 or 3 a.m. 
But, after the long nights, I’d 
force myself to fall asleep and 
repeat the process. 
I couldn’t begin to count 
how much Zzzquil I took 
trying to turn my brain off 
for the night. But this usually 
backfired, as it was extremely 
hard to wake up in the morning. 
This was my life for four 
years, and I now realize how 
harmful the effects are. 
Since coming to college, 
my sleeping patterns have not 
changed. It’s extremely hard for 
me to fall asleep at night, as well 
as waking up in the morning. 
I’m not the only one 
struggling with this problem, 
however. Abby Judge, a 
freshman undecided major, has 
also experienced a large number 
of sleep problems since coming 
to South Dakota State. 
“It’s not something that 
began at college,” she said. “I’ve 
always had sleeping problems, 
and it’s something that I wish I 
could fix with one simple step, 
but it’s not that easy.” 
Judge said it’s beginning to 
affect her education.
“Because I don’t get the 
sleep I need, I’m not alert in any 
of my classes,” she said. 
She said that if she were 
getting enough sleep, she would 
be more willing to put 100 
percent effort into her classes. 
“When you’re tired all the 
time, it’s hard to want to do 
anything productive,” Judge 
said. 
Lilly Johnson, a freshman 
pre-physical therapy major, said 
that sleep is the most important 
part of her day. She said it is 
essential for her to get enough 
sleep to perform at her highest 
potential everyday. 
“You have to take care of 
yourself, especially when we’re 
in such a big transition with our 
lives,” Johnson said. “We can’t 
expect our bodies to run on 
empty.” 
Animal science major 
and Young Hall Community 
Assistant Hailey Waagmeester 
spoke on the importance of 
sleep when first starting college. 
“I would say [sleep] is most 
important to freshmen,” she 
said. “You’re going through 
such an emotional rollercoaster, 
being away and paying tuition 
and learning life on your own.”
Waagmeester also said one 
thing that helps her sleep better 
at night is planning out her day 
ahead of time, giving her a sigh 
of relief before she goes to bed. 
Freshmen, sophomores, 
juniors and seniors: we all need 
to hit the hay a little more than 
we realize. Sleep is, and always 
will be, an important part of our 
lives. Contrary to popular belief, 
sleep is not for the weak. 
Tips for a 
good night’s 
sleep
• Put the phone away.
• Sleep with a glass of 
water by your bed.
• Read before you go 
to sleep.
• Plan your day in 
advance, such as: your 
outfit, meetings and 
homework.
• Make sure to do 
your homework in a 
place other than your 
bed.









to earn a 
dollar 
YMC
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Finals are a rather confusing time. Once you recognize that 
there’s no one absolute correct answer, you’re freer to listen to 
your jackrabbit heart and act accordingly.
Your social life is the key to your love life. Perhaps you and a 
friend are ignoring the idea of exploring your mutual chemistry. 
Go for it, jackrabbits. Kick the friendzone to the curb.
Sagittarius
Scorpio
Although it might appear as if fellow jacks are pushing your but-
tons today, prefer to hop around potential conflict. Obviously, 
you don’t enjoy engaging in arguments, but it might be your only 
option. Libra
Your progress is uneven today and it’s tempting to blame your 
frustration on other jackrabbits. Keep your eyes on the future 
and don’t be deterred by anyone’s lack of follow-through.
Ease up on the gas and reduce your speed if you want the good 
times to last. Stop to realize the beauty of life. Coming in first 
doesn’t necessarily mean you win the race.
You’re concerned about the influence you exert on others and you 
may withhold your emotions today. Spend some time on your own 








Thinking about your independence is qualitatively different from 
actually expressing your freedom through action. Talk the talk, 
but also hop the hop, jackrabbits.  
Oh no! There’s trouble near the rabbit hole. Immediate action is re-
quired to manage a minor crisis. Keep your jackrabbit ears up and 
stay positive. Fear not, this trouble will not stay long. 
Don’t make things more complicated than they need to be. Your 
chances of moving beyond the problem are better if you focus on 
more important issues, like your jackrabbit finals. 
Teach your fellow jackrabbits there are important lessons to learn 
by sinking into your own hidden world, finding the magic of 
emotional transformation.
Revealing your feelings can strengthen a relationship as long as 
you don’t go overboard. Sometimes knowing when to be quiet is 
just as important as having the courage to talk.
Past experiences have a tendency to disappear, only to return lat-
er in life to haunt you. You can push through your current uncer-




The Strange and Beautiful Sorrows of Ava Lavender
HAILEY KLINE
Lifestyles Editor
Ava Lavender: half human, half bird. 
Leslye Walton’s “The Strange and 
Beautiful Sorrows of Ava Lavender” ex-
plores the beauty and devastation of Ava 
trying to find love while hiding her enor-
mous set of nonfunctioning wings. 
The novel is narrated by the “old” Ava 
Lavender, while she is explaining her 
grandparent’s history of love, her own 
history and what moments she wished 
she would have savored at the time. 
Ava’s grandmother and grandfather 
were both immigrants from France who 
came to America in search of a better 
life. However, while they were here, they 
experienced many hardships that shat-
tered their idea of “better living.” 
Ava had always been a little differ-
ent, but she never understood why. Her 
mother kept her inside all day, and she 
never got to do what the other kids were 
doing. She woke up, helped her mother 
around the house and bakery and stayed 
away from everyone. That’s what she’d 
been instructed to do all her life. 
However, Ava isn’t the only child in 
this family. In fact, she has a twin broth-
er, Henry, who is described as “odd” and 
“silent.” However, Ava doesn’t see him as 
a different person, considering her cir-
cumstances. 
It wasn’t until a neighborhood boy 
showed her that different was OK to 
him, even if it wasn’t OK with the oth-
er kids. 
This beautiful tale of magical real-
ism portrays the idea that different is not 
always bad or something to run away 
from. Uniqueness is what makes the 
world a beautiful place. Without the cel-
ebration of such, everyone would be the 
same, and the world would be incredi-
bly boring. 
Walton does a fantastic job of 
demonstrating the beauty in affliction. 
Because Ava is not the ideal version of 
a beautiful woman, Walton portrays a 
strong and courageous character instead. 
Because of these characteristics, Ava be-
comes a more sturdy and dynamic char-
acter. 
This book is fantastic to read for any-
one who believes their faults are a disad-
vantage. It reassures the reader that no 
matter what characteristic they think is 
extremely embarrassing, it will never be 
as bad as they think.
Believe in yourself and the world will 
show you where you belong. 
Ingredients:
• 1½ cups sugar
• 2½ cups flour
• ½ teaspoon baking powder
• ½ teaspoon salt
• 14 tablespoons (1¾ sticks) unsalted butter, softened
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
• 2 large eggs
For the frosting:
• 12 ounces cream cheese, softened
• 7½ tablespoons unsalted butter, softened
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
• 1¾ cup powdered sugar
• Assorted fresh fruit cut into slices
Instructions:
1. Beat the butter and 1½ cups sugar together in a large bowl until fluffy, 3-5 
minutes. Add vanilla and eggs, and mix until combined. Add the dry ingredients 
(flour, baking powder and salt) and mix until just combined, about 30 seconds. Chill 
the dough.
2. Preheat oven to 350 F. Roll chilled dough into one, big cookie and place on a 
round baking stone. Sprinkle with 2 to 3 tablespoons sugar. Bake for 17 to 20 min-
utes. Let cool and chill in fridge.
3. Mix frosting ingredients together and spread on chilled cookie. Chill again to 
set and thicken the frosting.









Throughout 21 years as head coach 
at South Dakota State, Coach Scott 
Nagy changed the lives of many.
In 1999, he began to change my 
life when he walked me, an eight-
year-old, back to the team’s lock-
er room – a perk of being a “Junior 
Jack.”
Fast forward 10 years, and Coach 
Nagy took me back into the locker 
room again - this time, as a recruit. 
He told me that our incoming class 
would be the first to win the Summit 
League and advance to the NCAA 
Tournament – he was right. 
Coach Nagy’s basketball suc-
cess, however, is not what defines 
him; what defines him is his char-
acter: his leadership to coach bare-
footed, his humility to cry in front 
of his team and his will to believe 
in his players. All these things have 
charmed thousands of Jackrab-
bits and enamored basketball fans 
around the state. Finally, though, the 
country has taken notice, and our 
coach has left. 
Looking back, I remember that 
as a child, my friends and I sat in 
Section FF, the highest corner in 
Frost Arena, for Jackrabbit bas-
ketball games. Over and over, we 
watched Coach Nagy stomp, yell and 
find ways to win hundreds of basket-
ball games.
After each game, we’d ride home 
and listen to Coach Nagy on the ra-
dio: “Defense and rebounding – we 
can be even better.” Coach would be 
critical, but then encouraging. Now, 
400 wins later, these are staples of 
his reputation.
Although Coach Nagy has left, 
the men’s basketball program is in 
its best shape ever. So, to the next 
head coach at SDSU, you have big 
shoes to fill. Jacks fans should be ex-
cited for a new chapter, and remem-
ber what Coach Nagy would say, “We 
can be even better!”




A lot can change in a week, especially 
when it comes to finding a head coach. 
For South Dakota State, the head coach 
search appears to have gotten even 
murkier than it was this time last week. 
In last week’s issue, the Collegian 
looked at four potential coaching can-
didates, including Rob Klinkefus, the 
last remaining assistant for Scott Nagy’s 
staff. Though Klinkefus still has the 
edge of familiarity with the men’s bas-
ketball program, the list of other poten-
tial candidates has grown and expand-
ed into more national territory. 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas As-
sistant Coach Ryan Miller and Augus-
tana University Tom Billeter are still 
among the candidates, but according to 
ESPN’s Jeff Goodman, Iowa State Uni-
versity Assistant Coach T.J. Otzelberg-
er and Texas Tech University Assistant 
Vince Taylor have emerged as potential 
candidates as well. 
Though current and former players 
would like to see Klinkefus get the job, 
it’s becoming increasingly unlikely he’ll 
get the gig, though many hope to see 
him stay with the program in the assis-
tant coach role. 
Players met with Taylor and Ot-
zelberger within the past few days. Of 
these two candidates, Otzelberger re-
portedly made the biggest impression 
on the team and has quietly moved his 
name up the list of candidates. 
Otzelberger has spent much of his 
career in Ames, Iowa with the Cyclones 
but also served a stint as an assistant at 
the University of Washington. He was 
considered to be the favorite to earn the 
head coaching job at Iowa State when 
former coach Fred Hoiberg left to lead 
the Chicago Bulls, but the job ultimate-
ly went to Steve Prohm. 
According to a source close to the 
coach, Otzelberger seems to be clos-
ing in on being named the head coach, 
though it has not become official yet. 
Taylor is currently an assistant 
coach with Texas Tech under Tubby 
Smith. The Aggies went to the NCAA 
Tournament this past year. A former 
Duke player, Taylor spent time with 
the University of Minnesota, also un-
der Smith, and even spent two years as 
an assistant for the Minnesota Timber-
wolves. 
Athletic Director Justin Sell will 
not share information on coaches be-
ing considered for the job, as is custom-
ary with any coaching search, so this 
isn’t something special SDSU is do-
ing to keep information close to the 
vest. Names will only circulate based on 
speculation and information obtained 
from other sources. 
Season ticket holders and fans still 
consider Miller as the favorite to get the 
job. Though Sell won’t comment pub-
licly on Miller’s -- or any other coach’s 
candidacy, the brother of South Dako-
ta hero Mike Miller has made it known 
through social media that he wants the 
job. 
In the social media age, coaching 
searches can often be boiled down to 
who candidates follow and unfollow on 
Twitter. This is where Miller’s name be-
comes even more interesting. 
Since the job became open last 
week, Miller has spent some time fol-
lowing people on Twitter, most of which 
are linked to SDSU. Miller has followed 
Sell, Senator John Thune, wrestling 
coach Chris Bono, women’s basketball 
coach Aaron Johnston, the SDSU wom-
en’s basketball, baseball and wrestling 
official Twitter accounts, current SDSU 
players Mike Daum, Reed Tellinghu-
isen and Skyler Flatten and the Sanford 
Pentagon, where the Jacks have held 
games in each of the past two seasons. 
Those inside and outside of the pro-
gram expect the search to heat up over 
the next few days, some even going so 
far as to say that a decision will come by 
the end of the week. 
Staff Writer’s Poll
Who will be SDSU’s next men’s head 
basketball coach and why?
Sports Editors and Contributors
YMC







He proved he can win it all at the Division II 





Men’s Basketball Beat Reporter
He’s a good recruiter and he just announced 





He helped keep Iowa State afloat in the 
beginning of the post-Hoiberg era and could 
bring an offensive system that would be 
both exciting and a good fit with the current 
Jackrabbit roster.
TJ Oltzelberger





Top candidates emerging for 
men’s basketball head coach
FILE PHOTO • The Collegian 
Brayden Carlson was a key player in many Nagy teams, teamed with Nate Wolters in the backcourt for the Jacks first 
two NCAA tournament appearances. He played ad SDSU from 2010 to 2014.
FILE PHOTO • The Collegian 
By the time the 2016-2017 season tips off, the Jackrabbit huddle will look very different after several 
coach and player departures. 
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AUSTIN HAMM
Sports Editor
For her excellent performance 
at the plate this weekend 
against Omaha and all season 
long, Softball player Ali Herd-
liska is this week’s Collegian 
Sports Athlete of the Week.
Herdliska, a freshman in-
fielder and catcher from So-
lon, Iowa, hit two home runs 
in the Jackrabbits’ walk-off 
loss in their series finale at 
Omaha this weekend.
She launched a two-run 
shot in the third inning and 
padded the Jacks lead with a 
solo blast in the fourth, cred-
iting her with three runs-bat-
ted-in of the Jacks four total 
runs.
Herdliska now has 12 total 
home runs on the year, which 
is top on the 14-24 Jacks’ 
team that includes SDSU ca-
reer home run record-holder 
Devan Larsen.
Larsen also holds the sin-
gle season record at 16, but 
with 18 games remaining in 
the regular season, Herdliska 
looks poised to break that.
The Jackrabbits softball 
team begins a 12-game home 
stand on Wednesday with a 
double-header against Kansas 
City at 1 p.m. at the Jackrabbit 
Softball Stadium.
Herdliska bat powering 
Jacks in her first season
Ali Herdliska




South Dakota State men’s track 
and field athletes Alejandro San-
chez and Kyle Burdick picked up 
wins in their events, Saturday, at 
the Husker Spring Invite.
Sanchez has proved to be a 
great addition to the Jackrab-
bits, and continues his success 
from the indoor season to the 
outdoor. The junior took first in 
the men’s 800-meter run with a 
time of 1:53.13
 In the 1,500-meter run, Bur-
dick marked his second season 
win, claiming first with a 3:57.79 
finish
 The Jackrabbits placed fifth 
overall with 48 points.
 This weekend, the Jacks will 
split as athletes head to Califor-
nia for the prestigious Mt. Sac 
Relays. While in California, they 
will also compete at the Bryan 
Clay invite and the Long Beach 
State Invitational.
Men’s Track & 
Field
South Dakota State women’s 
track and field athletes Car-
ly Carper and Rachel King 
notched wins in their events, 
Saturday at the Husker Spring 
Invite.
Senior Carper won the 
women’s 100-meter dash in 
11.87 seconds, and placed 
fourth in the 200-meter dash, 
finishing in 24.81 seconds.
 Freshman King continues 
to stand out on the Jackrabbit 
squad, taking first in the wom-
en’s 1,500-meter run with a 
time of 4:37.76.
 Second place finishers in-
cluded Lori Foltz in the 400 
hurdles, Jazzelena Black in the 
long jump, Jenna Stephens in 
the triple jump and Silvia Za-
nini in the discus.
 Overall, the women’s team 
placed fourth overall out of five 
teams with 86 points.
This weekend, the Jacks 
will split as athletes head to 
California for the prestigious 
Mt. Sac Relays. While in Cali-
fornia, they will also compete 
at the Bryan Clay invite and 




SDSU won the Summit League 
Food Fight for the the fourth 
consecutive year, collecting 
more than 39,000 pounds of 
food. This is the highest total 
collection from one program 
in Food Fight history. 
In total, the Summit 
League schools combined to 
raise more than 84,000 of food 
between the nine schools. SD-
SU’s total made up just under 
half of the Summit League’s 
total amount collected this 
season. 
SDSU’s collection was do-
nated to the Brookings Area 
Food Pantry. The Jackrabbit 
athletic department has now 
won the Food Fight five times 
in the its eight year existence.
Food Fight!
The National Collegiate Eques-
trian Association announced 
its 2016 All-America teams on 
Thursday, and three South Da-
kota State riders earned honor-
able mention honors.
Junior Kelsey Swainston be-
comes the first-ever Jackrab-
bit horsemanship rider to earn 
an NCEA All-American nod. Ju-
nior Nicole Harvey becomes the 
fourth different Jackrabbit to 
earn the honor in reining, while 
sophomore Mariah Wright earns 
an honorable mention selection 
after earning first-team honors 
as a freshman.
South Dakota State’s all-time 
leader with 16-career horseman-
ship wins, Swainston posted a 
7-1-1 overall record in 2015-16, 
while Harvey posted a 6-3-1 re-
cord in her junior campaign.
A year after posting a 9-3-1 
mark in an All-American fresh-
man season, Wright followed 
that up with a 7-3-2 record in 
2015-16
Equestrian
While the men look for new 
coaches and players, the South 
Dakota State women’s basketball 
team continues to load up, using 
the transfer market to their ad-
vantage. 
Over the past two weeks, 
Aaron Johnston has added two 
new players to the roster, both of 
whom will have to sit out the up-
coming 2016-17 season due to 
the NCAA’s transfer rules. 
The first addition is Tagyn 
Larson, sister of former SDSU 
athletes Wagner and Cody. Lar-
son joins the Jackrabbits after 
playing in five games last season 
with the University of Iowa. 
ESPN HoopGurlz ranked 
Larson, a Sioux Falls native, as 
the a top 100 recruit and the No. 
15 wing in the 2015 recruiting 
class. Prior to her collegiate ca-
reer, Larson was a four-time all-
state, all-city and all-conference 
honoree with Sioux Falls Roo-
sevelt High School Riders. The 
6-foot-2 wing totaled over 1,000 
points and 600 rebounds in high 
school. 
The second addition is a fa-
miliar one to SDSU as Chynna 
Stevens returns to the program. 
Stevens previously played 
with the Jackrabbits during their 
2015 NCAA Tournament run, 
appearing in 26 games, start-
ing in 22 of them and averaged 
7.3 points and 5.7 rebounds. She 
transferred to the University of 
San Diego, where she had to sit 
out the 2015-16 season due to 
those transfer rules. 
Now, Stevens must sit out 
next season as well, giving her 
two years of separation of game 
action when she’s able to play 
again during the 2017-18 season. 
With the additions of Lar-
son and Stevens, the Jacks have 
found their replacements for to-
be seniors Clarissa Ober and 
Kerri Young. Though they can’t 
play, Larson and Stevens are 
sure to play vital roles on scout 
team during practices through 
the 2016-17 season. 
Women’s
Basketball
LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian 
Pearson Wientjes, a member of the SDSU Rodeo Team, participates in team roping at the annual Jackrabbit Stampede Rodeo April 
8-9, in the Swiftel Center.
BAILEY HILL • The Collegian 
Tyra Leonhardt, a member of the SDSU Rodeo Team, races around her first barrel of 
the Friday night performance of the Jackrabbit Stampede Rodeo, April 8.
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NATE GIESE
Assistant Sports Editor
It’s all fun and games until somebody 
launches a home run over the fence, 
which has been the main theme for 
South Dakota State softball this sea-
son.
    Through their first 38 games 
of the season, the Jackrabbits 
have launched 36 home 
runs while their oppo-
nents have hit just 
18 against them. 
    The ma-












other hopes to 
take the SDSU 
home run crown 
away from her. 
    Devan Larsen, 
who broke the program 
record for career home 
runs, 26, earlier this season, 
has launched nine dingers so far this 
season, bringing her career total to 32. 
    Unfortunately for Larsen, her 
career is coming to an end and fresh-
man teammate Ali Herdliska is trying 
to set her own records, which would 
break some of the ones Larsen set this 
season and last season. 
    During the 2015 season, Lars-
en hit 16 home runs, setting a single 
season record for SDSU. Through 36 
games, Herdliska has hit a team-lead-
ing 12 home runs with 18 games left in 
the regular season to break the record. 
Based on her one home run for every 
three games played consistency so far 
this season, Herdliska could very well 
break the record by the end of the reg-
ular season. 
    As for the team, head coach 
Krista Wood has continued to make 
strides with the program. 
    In her second year with the 
team, the Jackrabbits are 14-24, just 
nine games away from tying last year’s 
23 wins, the most the program has 
had since 2006.
    One thing to keep the Jacks go-
ing is the fact that they have yet to 
play a home game, something that 
is customary for the softball team. 
Last year’s team played its first home 
game April 4 while SDSU will host its 
first home game of the 2016 season 
Wednesday. 
    After this, the Jacks will be able 
to find comfort at home as they will 
spend the next two weeks playing 
games in Brookings, totaling 12 games 
at home in that time. Of their final 
18 games, 15 of them will be played 
at home with the other three coming 
against IPFW in Fort Wayne.
    SDSU currently sits fifth in 
Summit League softball standings be-
hind North Dakota State University, 
University of Nebraska-Omaha, Uni-
versity of South Dakota and Western 
Illinois University.
Softball finding success 
with the long ball in 2016
Baseball winning streak 




The South Dakota State baseball team 
had their home conference opener 
derailed by weather last Friday, and 
found themselves playing a double-
header against the University of Ne-
braska-Omaha this Saturday.
In game one, Omaha took the lead 
with a six-run seventh inning and 
scored 16 runs over the final three in-
nings in earning a 19-6 victory.
SDSU starter Andrew Clemen took 
the loss after allowing six runs on 11 
hits over 6 2/3 innings. He struck out 
four and walked two.
Luke Ringhofer, Matt Johnson, 
Newt Johnson and Cody Sharrow each 
had two of SDSU’s 11 hits. Omaha 
ended the game with 22 hits.
Omaha carried its offensive mo-
mentum into the second game of 
the twinbill, racing out to a 7-0 lead 
through two innings en route to the 
10-3 win.
The Mavericks again put togeth-
er a two-out rally to put up four runs 
in the top of the first against Jackrab-
bit starter Ethan Kenkel and knocked 
him off the mound in the second in-
ning, scoring three more times.
Those losses broke a 5-game win-
ning streak by the Jacks.
In game three on Sunday, SDSU 
got back into the win column with a 
9-4 victory. Ryan Froom pitched six 
solid innings, the offense struck for six 
runs in the sixth innings and reliever 
Greg Casper earned his second save of 
the season for the Jacks.
Finally, on Tuesday, the Jacks fell 
7-3 at the University of Minnesota af-
ter being limited to four total hits on 
the day. Despite the low hit total, the 
Jacks were still able to get three runs 
across in the sixth inning.
SDSU starter Austin Kost was re-
placed after allowing two runs on four 
hits, but reliever Bryce Hanson fared 
worse, getting shelled for five 
earned runs on four hits 




ninger got on 
after being hit 











home, then a 
2-RBI double 
by Matt Johnson 
scored both Ring-
hofer and Jacobson.
The Jacks are now 
11-21 on the season, but 
eight of those wins have come 
in the 14 games. They face Creighton 
in Omaha on Wednesday before com-
ing home for a weekend series with 
North Dakota State that start on Fri-
day at 3 p.m. at Erv Huether Field.
Hitting:
Home Runs: Ali Herdliska - 12
Runs Batted In: Ali Herdliska - 33
Hits: Ali Herdliska - 35
Batting Average: Ali Herdliska - .337
Pitching: 
Wins: Bryana Clark - 7
Earned Run Average: Ashlyn Bender - 3.90
Strikeouts: Bryana Clark - 60
Opponent Batting Average: Ashlyn Bender - .285
Hitting:
Home Runs: Luke Ringhofer/Newt Johnson - 3
Runs Batted In: Matt Johnson/Cody Sharrow - 18 
Hits: Luke Ringhofer - 40
Batting Average: Luke Ringhofer - .385
Pitching: 
Wins: Landon Busch - 4
Earned Run Average: Andrew Clemens - 4.71
Strikeouts: Andrew Clemens - 43
Opponent Batting Average: Joe Erickson - .245
Stat Leaders
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SCOTT MILLARD
Sports Contributer
More than 100,000 people packed into 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas April 
3 to take in pro wrestling’s greatest spec-
tacle: WrestleMania 32.
What is WrestleMania? To know that, 
you must first know what pro wrestling 
truly is.
Pro wrestling is, in essence, “sports 
entertainment”, a term popularized by 
Vince McMahon, chairman of World 
Wrestling Entertainment (WWE), in the 
mid-late 90’s to distinguish itself from 
other sports fighting activities and athlet-
ic boards. By calling it sports entertain-
ment, pro wrestling companies don’t have 
to pay the fees to athletic boards that or-
ganizations like the UFC do. Pro wres-
tling is anything but a sport, in the tradi-
tional sense.
It’s theatre at its most extreme.
Pro wrestling is a television show fea-
turing live stunts and characters that tell 
stories using actions and words. It has 
more in common with Game of Thrones 
or The Walking Dead than it does with 
mixed martial arts.
The characters in wrestling are 
unique. There’s an undead phenom (The 
Undertaker), a beast from the farm in 
South Dakota (Brock Lesnar), a group of 
foreign-born bullies (League of Nations) 
and even a stable of people that believe in 
unicorns and talk nonstop about cereal 
(The New Day).
It’s anything but a sport. And Wrestle-
Mania is pro wrestling’s biggest spectacle.
This year’s WrestleMania set more 
than just the record for highest atten-
dance at a pro wrestling event in US his-
tory. WrestleMania 32 generated $17 mil-
lion in ticket sales. Economically, the city 
that hosts WrestleMania benefits im-
mensely. While the numbers for this 
year’s WrestleMania have yet to come to 
light, WrestleMania 30 generated $142 
million in revenue for the city of New Or-
leans.
WrestleMania was seen by 1.8 million 
WWE Network subscribers all over the 
world. It brought in people from all over 
the world like India, Australia and the 
United Kingdom.
There’s more than just WWE events 
going on during WrestleMania Week-
end, which stretches from Thursday to 
Monday, usually in the first week of April. 
From fan interaction festivals and auto-
graph signings to parties to Hall of Fame 
ceremonies, there’s many things to do.
Getting there is a task. You can fly 
or drive to WrestleMania (a drive from 
Brookings to Dallas and back varies on 
vehicle, but cost myself about $130 in 
gas; the drive lasts 13 hours).
Hotels near AT&T Stadium cost $53 
to as much as $300 plus $30-$60 park-
ing per day that you stay there. Tickets to 
WrestleMania range from $35 for nose-
bleeds to $2500 for ringside. For $11, 
fans can get a souvenir soda cup and for 
$25 a souvenir program.
There’s three major downsides to at-
tending WrestleMania live.
The first problem is waiting in line, 
whether it be to get into the stadium or 
getting through the lines at the fan in-
teraction festivals and autograph sign-
ings. For instance, I got to the stadium 3 
½ hours before the doors were set to open 
and did not get in until a half hour after 
they opened due to there being only three 
lines of security per gated entry. Much 
like Ultimate Fighting Championships, 
WWE has a pre-show with matches and 
segments to get people excited for the 
main card. Some people missed the entire 
pre-show waiting to get into the stadium.
The second problem is seating. When 
you sit on the floor for WrestleMania, 
you’re shoulder-to-shoulder with your 
neighbor for the duration of a six-hour 
show. If you happen to be short like I am, 
you’re forced to watch on the big screens 
above the ring as opposed to looking at 
what is happening in the ring itself. I’d 
suggest spending less money and getting 
seats on the risers or in the upper deck.
The other downside is finding a ride 
back to your hotel from WrestleMania. As 
soon as WrestleMania got over at 11 p.m., 
ride-share apps such as Uber and LYFT 
saw a 300 percent increase in ride fare 
rates, meaning that simple $15 ride to 
AT&T Stadium to get there at 11 a.m. was 
now $90 to get back. As the night wore 
down, the rates finally started to drop, 
and at about 1:30 a.m., I was finally able 
to make it back to my hotel at a 150 per-
cent rate. My LYFT fare was $45.
The biggest takeaway from attend-
ing WrestleMania live was that I met tons 
of people from around the world. If you 
plan accordingly, you can attend several 
events during the weekend. There really 
is no such thing as a dull moment during 
WrestleMania, and if you do as much 
as you possibly can, you won’t be disap-
pointed.
On April 2 of next year, WrestleMania 
33 emanates from the Citrus Bowl in Or-
lando. People will come from everywhere 
like they do every year. That’s the thing 
about pro wrestling—the story goes on. It 
never ends, and if WrestleMania 32 is any 
indication, the story won’t end any time 
soon.
If you’re looking to attend a pro wres-
tling event, WWE is hosting a live event 
that won’t be on television and will only 
be seen by those attending in Sioux Falls 
on May 8. Tickets start at $15.
If you want to be a professional wres-
tler, Midwest All-Pro Wrestling in Sioux 
Falls will be holding classes starting May 
23.
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WrestleMania 32 took place April 3 in Austin , Texas. Dubbed the showcase of immortals, WrestleMania never fails to disappoint fans. 
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